as well as call structure (Pace 1974 (Roberts 1981 , Roberts 1994 , Wagner 1997 In Manitoba and Saskatchewan, the historic range of the leopard frog appears to be intact, although the number and size of populations have decreased (Sebum and Sebum 1998 (Wagner 1997 (Roberts 1981 (Roberts , 1994 Kendell (2002b) .
The majority of the surveys were conducted in, or as close to, August as possible. In this way, surveys coincided with the metamorphosis and dispersal of young-of-the-year frogs from breeding ponds, potentially increasing the chance of an observation because of a higher density of frogs in a localized area. In addition, the observation of first year frogs verified successful breeding at those sites. It was determined that conducting a visual search under ideal weather conditions, in optimal habitat and during the appropriate time of day, was the most effective survey technique and maximized the chance of detecting frogs (Kendell 2002b Hundreds of young-of-the-year frogs were observed at seven sites (Appendix 1).
Sites with leopard frogs occurred in 25 natural tributaries, which were associated with six major rivers in the province (Appendix 4). Sites were also associated with two man-made drainages (Lonesome Lake/Drainage K and Minipoka Drain) both of which flowed into the Bow River.
Three sites were associated with tributaries or waterbodies in closed drainages (terminal basins) and not linked with a major river. These sites included Prince Of utmost importance will be maintaining a positive relationship between landowners and those agencies implementing a habitat program. Education and co-operation will be instrumental for such a program to be a success.
Reintroduction Projects:
The northern leopard frog exhibits many of the requirements proposed in conservation literature for successful translocations (Fisher 1999) . Conservation-oriented translocations are proven and effective tools for the conservation of 'endangered' amphibian species and frequently result in the successful re-establishment of stable breeding populations (Conant 1988 , Denton et al. 1997 , Fisher 1999 , Sarrazin 2000 .
In Alberta, remaining leopard frog populations are fragmented and isolated, making them vulnerable to disturbance, disease and natural disasters, which could potentially lead to further local extirpations. With minimal prospect of natural recolonization of its former distribution, the re-establishment of leopard frogs at historic sites is therefore dependent on transplanting individuals from existing major breeding populations in southern Alberta (Cottonwood Consultants 1986 , Roberts 1987 , Wershler 1991 . The reintroduction of the leopard frog into its historic range would reduce its restricted breeding distribution and sensitivity to environmental changes and stresses that affect localized populations.
In 1998, the Alberta Fish and Wildlife Division began to explore the feasibility of reintroducing leopard frogs into formerly occupied habitats in the upper Red Deer River and North Saskatchewan River drainage basins in Alberta (Fisher 1999 
